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S MESSAGE

Darrick L. McDuffie, Esq.

I am truly honored and humbled to serve as
President of the Gate City Bar Association. To serve
m such a posthon of frust and leadership on behalf
of Gate City 15 the pumacle of the commmumty
service aspect of my professional career. With the
support of Gate City’s membership, sponsors and
friends. I am sure 2015 wall be a great year for Gate
City, as well as the communites it serves.

As I contemplated what theme would be
appropnate for Gate City m 2013, I focused on Gate
City's mission statement, which is clear: “To create
m the commmumty a practical appreciahon for the
legal profession; to encourage persons of outstandmg
promuse to attend first rate law schools and returm
to the commumities that need their services moat;
to oppose arbitrary and caprnicious laws m our state
with all the force and fiber of which we are capable
as an orgamizafion; and to uphold and extend the
principles of justice m every phase of Amencan hie
to the end that no one shall be discriminated agamst
because of color, race, relimions bebefs or nahonal
onzn” This year, guided by s mission statement,
Gate City's theme 13- pursuing fustice and providing
OPPOTTURITES I O COMBILMITIEs.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. stated i Ins “Letter
from Brmmgham Jail” on Apnl 16, 1963, “that
law and order exist for the purpose of estabhshimg

Justice and that when they fail m this purpose they
become the dangerously structured dams that block
the flow of social progress™ These words are still
true today. As an orgamzation, Gate City has a long
and well-established track record of addressing
1znes of mustce and the lack of opportumties
facing mmnhea
and

disadvantaged
mdmviduals within our

Justice system. We, as
mdividual lawyers,
have an obhgation to
uphold the principles
of mstice m such a way
that every mdmadual

most persistent and urgent question 15, What are
you doing for others? Gate City will continne to
designed to help those who need our help the most.
On behalf of Gate City, I welcome everyone to jom
our efforts m 2013, as we rededicate ourselves to
pursming ustice and providing opporfunities m
our commmmites!

BE A RAINMAKER

By The Honorable Carol Walker-Fuszall, adieal Chair

Each of us comes here with seeds of greatness
stored mside. Whether those seeds ever take root and
flourish depends upon the degres of nourishment they
recerve. In order to take root, seeds are planted mto
the dark earth where there 13 no ight. Amazingly,
over ime and with careful watering, the seed breaks
out of its shell and transforms mto a fHowering
plant that climbs out of the darkness into the light.
Simalarly, the seeds of greatness bured desp inzids
of us also need watering and will only germinats
after being showered with mspiration, confidence,
motivation, support, hops, and encouragsment.

Whether we ever become all that we were meant to
be depends upon the amount of rain that we recerve
from each other Each one of us can be a rainmaker.
Mot the kind of rammaker that brings n mew
business and wins new accounts almost magically,
but a rainmaker who brings people to self-awareness
and motivates mystically. The true essence of being
a great rainmaker 1s not measured in the abundance

of what you bring but by the magnitude of what
vou have left behind Undoubtedly, after such down
pouring of rain, we give each other substances
necessary for growth to bring forth our unique
talents and fruits in abundance.

Let it rain. .. Let it rain!
»

Pursuing Justice And Providing Qpportunities In Ouwr Commumnes
The views szpresssd in te Gale City Bar Assooiation Newsleter do not ecessarily represent thoss of the Darily Report or ALM MEDLA, LLC.



MESSAGE FHUM THE PAFIALEGAL SECTION

By: Wanda Dawvis, Chair

I am honored to serve as the 2015 Chair of
the Gate City Bar Association Paralegal Section
Executive Committee. Having been imvolved
with GCBA Paralegal Sechon m vanous
leadership roles and board pesiions over the
past several years, I am excited to take on this
new responsibility. My fellow Board members

and I anticipate leading the —
organization In confimung
the long standing traditions of
student scholarships,
job search and professional

CLE's,

networking.

As Chair, my focus will
be to foster the professional 4
development of paralegals and

maintain a high order of ethical and professional
standards, while mentoring those aspmmg to
become pamlegals As the paralegal profession
continues to change, we must take an active part
in shaping that change. I am excited to work with
our members and the legal community to carry
out the association’s mussion statement and to
support the effective utihzation of paralegals.

A MESSAGE FROM THE STATE BAR PRESIDENT

By: Patnse M. Perkans-Hooker, Esq.

Durmng my term of office, we
celebrate the courapeousmess of
a nation that would sipn mto law,
30 wears ago, the Cril Paghts Act
of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act
of 1965. We remember brave foot
soldiers in Selma and Bimu

that dared to nsk their lives and the
hives of theirr fanmlies to ensure their
voices were heard m Washo
DC. Many walked across the
Edmond Pettis n the face of
peril seekmg the nght to vote, justice
and the very freedoms

i the Magna Carta 800 wears ago.
Their actions would ultimately propel
passage of the Voting Faghts Act of
1965. The fundamental rights in the
Magna Carta were later mcorporated
mto the Constituhon of the United
States of America. Inm 1776, the
founders of our couniry set out to
create a system m which men would
be entifled to certam inahenable
nights, based upon the concepts of
the freedoms established mm England
through the Magna Carta. The
800th Annmversary of the creation
of the Magna Carta celebrates the

agamnst the authonty of governments.
Tmtially, African Amencan citizens
were not granted equal rights m every
area of human hfe. Descendants of
slaves were demed equal access fo
public facibties, accommodations,
tramsportation
systems and the |
right to  vote
Demonstrations
were held m strong
opposttion to  the
unfair and unequal §
treatment of
Afnican Americans.
These protests brought to light
the mherent mjustice of a system
that freated members of the same
society, differently. And yet we are
seemng a repeat of some of the same
civil protests that are being sparked
throughout the country, by citizens
who are angry about the demal
of equal treatment by local law
enforcement authorities and judicial
systems. The resounding theme 13
LIFE MATTERS™ It is ironic that at
a time when we celebrate laws and

the system of pustce that prowvided
nghts to Afncan Amenicans, that
very same system 15 bemg tested
by situations hike Michael Brown
Ferguson, Trayvon Martin i Mianm
Gardens, Tanisha McBride in Detroit,
Tamur Rice in Cleveland and Eric
Garper 1n New York City. It seems
as if everyone does not understand
or apply equally to all cihzens the
principles of justice and freedom.
As we celebrate these mulestones
in history, we are being reminded
as a about how frapile the
balance 15 between enforcing the law
and protecting the nghts of citizens.
Under the Magna Carta, the nghts
of citizens were prominent, and yet
today the same system of justice
designed to protect and preserve the
basic liberties descnbed i the Magna
Carta 15 under siege. The problem 15
that our forefathers did not consider
the impact of the nsttution of slavery
on the values and behawviors of people
in the yustice system. The emotional
and systenuc psychological damage
done to both groups of people who
benefitted from and those who were
subjected to enslavement 15 bemg
revealed today by racism mm our

cnmunal and civil justice systems.
These momumental acts have shaped
who we are as a society. If we fail to
make adjustments to the system to
address the actual impact of racial
and ases, then the
typesufcitd]]ihmﬂsenmsmnadﬂm
years ago in the Magna Carta wall
never truly belong to all people. As
members of the justice system, we
nmst review and analyze the systemic
failures and the basis for the same. We
nmst ensure that we are
m practice, the nghts granted to
all people m society in each of the
declarations whose anmiversares we
celebrate this year

Please join the State Bar on March
30th at a Symposmm celebrating the
Magna Carta and 1ts mpact on the
formation of the American system of
qustice. We are also working with the
National Center for Civil and Human
Bights to produce a senes of public
events to celebrate and remember the
actions of people who made sacrifices
for el nights in addition to the
celebration of the passage of premier
Votmg and Crnal Faghts Acts. Look
out for more details on these events in
the months to come.

MARTIN L. KING JR. DAY OF SERVICE

By Shawntel B Habert, Fag

On Monday, January 19, 2015, Gate
City Bar Associztion celebrated the D
Martin Dither King Jr. Mational Holiday
with a day of service. Partmering with
Hand= on Atlanta Gate City Execuimve
Board Members almg with Therell
High School's Mock Tnal Team and
coaches jomed other wohmiesrs at
Premuer Learming Acadermy m Austell,
(eorgla for 2 mommg of painhng
Armed with pambtng smpples and a
willmgmess to work, vohmteers spent
four howrs painting dassooms, offices,
and other spaces in need of a little TLC?
Om the ave of the mstallation of the new
board, the MIE Day Sarice Project
was o=t what the doctor crdeved for
huldmg convadery among the 215
Executrve Board. We lock forward to




UPCOMING EVENTS

March May July Dctoboar
Law Studeant Workshop Race for the Cure AVLF Saturday Lawyer Program (11thy  Hands On Atlanta {(3rd)
Excallance Through Education (10th)  Community Law Clinic (16th) Litigation Coalition Litigation Coalition
Brother to Brother Mentoring Law Day 00th Annual Maticnal Bar Association  End Of Summer Social
Surmmer Associate Program Conferencs- Los Angales, Ca. Mominations For 2016 GCBA Officers
April If You Can See It You Can Ba t Aids Walk Atlanta
AVLF Saturclay Lawyer Program August
(15thj) June Annual Judicial Reception [18th) MNovembar

Tradition Of Excallencs Breakfast
Youth &nd Law Summit

Excellance Through Education {Sth)
Founders Cup Golf Tournameant

Hall Of Fame Gala {14th)

September Grand Hyatt Buckheaad

Litigation Coalition {151 BLSA Kick Off Mixar Excallance Through Education (12th)
MBLC Cook- Off Georgia State Bar Annual Meating CLE Trip {16th-20th) St. John WSV
Spring Fling Mixer 15th-21s1) Law Students Ratreat Dacemboar

Justice Banham Law Camp Excellence Through Education (29t  Haliday Party

The Gate City Bar
Association’s
2015 Installation
Ceremony

By Akua D Coppock, Ezq.

The Gate City Bar Association

Invites You to

“EXCELLENCE THROUGH EDUCATION:
PREPARING FOR GREATNESS”

Please join us as we embark upon “Excellence Through Education™ a continuing
legal education series designed to equip Gate City members with practical skills
for enduring success.

On Jammary 20, 2015, the 2013
Prasident and the Executive Board of
the Gate Citv Bar Association along
with the Tudicial and Paralezal Section
waremstalled b tie Honorzble Tustics
Fobert Benbam at the Pulton County
Covernment Center. Fetirted Fulton
County Superior Judze Thelma Weatt
Lioore performed official duties as the
hlistress of Ceremeanes. Close to ons
lundred farm:ly members, fiends and
supporters attendsd the ceremony.
The Honorable Carol Walker Bassell,
an Admamistrative Law JTudge with
the State Office of Adomistrative
Hearings was mstalled as the Chair
= of the Tudicial Section. In her addresz,
KEEHE“ R. S " N 1X, Esq. the Atlanta-born judge expressed
concern for the need for confinued
prowih m the Aflanta commoumity
and her plans to sncowrage local
community owtraach from our Judzes,
Lawvers and the legal commumuty as
a whaole.

Damick L. McDhafhe was installed
as the 2015 President and revealed hus
wision as expraessed i the 20135 themes
“Purswing  Juztice and  FProviding
Opportunites m Our Communiny,”
The programmung for 2015 reflects
a wartely of traditional and mew
service projects from the law student
workshops and retreat, the Youth and
Law Sumnt, znd the Tustice Benham
Law Camp of which President
McDuffie has championed since
it was founded m 2007 by former
President Harold E. Franklin Jr. M=
Wanda Davis, a paralegal wath CCUEE,
a submidiary with Cantor Frizgerald
was mstalled as the Faralegal Section
Chalr and promized to lead with
new and exciimg programs  and
educational events for paralegals and

SPONSOR:

MORGAN &« MORGAN

March 10, 20
June 9 2

- Trial Excellence: “Mastering the Courtroom from Beginning to End”
Civil Discovery: “Laying the Foundation for Success al Trial®
Settlement & Negotiation: “The Art and Science of Closing the Deal”

ul Practice on Purpose”™

September 29, 20

Movember 12,

Buziness Development; “Building a Success

State Bar of Georgia
104 Marietta Street
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
6:00 p.m.

RSVP to info @ gatecitybar.org
by March 2nd for March 10th Program

A catered reception will follow. The series is free.
Printed materials will be available for participants thal RSVP nts for |
Questions: Contact Shyril Beck at info @ gatecitybar.org or 404,669.5300 stdents. The installation conclnded
with a reception sponsored by King
L and Spalding LLE
3B




GATE CITY BAR ASSOCIATION

Meet The Board ;————————————————

DARRICK L. MCDUFFIE
PRESIDENT

Damck I. MeDuffie = an
Associate m Emg & Spaldms’s
Buzmesz: Libgabom  Pracoce
Group. A matve of Lake View,
South Carolina, Damck samed lus
Bachelor of Scwence m Criminal
Tastice, magnz cum lands, from
the Umversity of Scuth Carolina
In 2003, Damck gradusted from
Harvard Law School. Damck hves m Alphamstta, (reorzia
with lnz wafe, Monekia, and has three children, Meyoshia,
Shantyl znd Byzon

CHERYL FE TURNER
PRESIDENT-ELECT

Cheryl Twmer eamed both
her BA and TD) fom Emory
Unmiversity and is a native of
Atlanta.

She meuvowsly worked at
Toutresn Sanders and  Thomes,
Eomeadv, Sanpson and Tompkos
law fomos and spend the mzsonty of
her legal caimer at The Coca-Colz
Comparry. In 2014, she jomed the campaian of Michells
Tmn, the Democrate MNonmnes for the Unoted States Senata.

An active member of the legal commmity, she is the
formder of the Gate City Bar Associztion’s Summer Infeam
Program; was named one of the Fulton County Diaily
Fepot's top atiomeys under 40 m Atlanta m 2010 and 1=
a member of the Emory Untvarsity Alvmers Board.

SHAWNTEL R. HEBERT
VICE PRESIDENT
Shawntel Hebert 3 2 member of
Tavlor English's Employment,
Labor & Imomgraton practice
group. Mz, Hebert 15 2 2007
graduate of Emery University
Sehool of Law and graduated
summza v Lands froms hey
undergraduate alma mater,
Howeard Undversicy, m 2004, She has bean active with the
zate City Bar Assoctation since sradusting law schoo]
and served as the Chan of the 2012 Hall of Fame Grala

JEFFERY R. SAXBY
TREASURER

Jedf Santhy recedved his Bachelor
of Arts degres, cum laude, from
Meorehouse College m 1995 wath a
conceniration m corporate finance
and 2 minor In ecomomics. Mr
Sawby attended the Collsze of
Law of Georgia State University,
recerving s Jus Doctorate m
1998, JTeff = formenly 2 Complex
Commercial Liigation and Labor & Employvoeent Parmer
m the Aflanta office of Epstem Becker & Green, PC. Mo
Saxby is cwrenthy OF Covmzel with the Atlantz office of
Hall Booth Smeth, PC. praczong the areas of Complex
Commercial Lingation, Labor & Emplovmeent, Insinance
Coverage and Professional Negligence.

NEKIA 5. HACKWORTH
SECRETARY

Mekiz 5. Hackworth 13 an Assistant Unsted States
Attomey for the Morthem Dhztnct of Georga, prosecutmg
economue crmes such as secwnihes frand, tae frand, and

arrestment fand Pror to joming
the US Attomev's Office, Nekia
worked as a busmess lbzaton
assopizte m Atlantz, GA, and
25 3 coiporate restuchuring and
bankmuptey  associate m Mew
Yok, WY Nelia obtamed a
BEA m Accommg from Emory
Unmversity, 2 D from Havard Law
School, and an MBA from Havard Business Scheool

M. GINO BROGDON JR.
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Attomey (mmo Brogdem =3
2 maduzte of the University
of Georma, School of l=w and
izl aftormey for The Brogdom
Fom IIC His curent praciice
specializes m Personal Inpury and
Crronal Defanse law
Im lns free time, Gino 1= zm i
avid voluntesr with several yvouth
outreach orgamzatons and ewovs helpmz others reach
therr health goals through persomal tamming Gmo 3 a
gradaate of Morshouse College and 2z member of Alpha
Plo Alpha Fratemmuty, Ine

COY 1. JOHNSON JR.
HISTORIAN

Coy I Johnson, Jr curently
serves as the Doector of the
Fultom Couwmnty Cfice of the Cluld
Attomey whose mission 5 to
provide legal represaniation to and
o protect the nghts of cluldren
who are allesed fo be abused and’ L
or neglected throughout the Fulton
Coumity Jovemile Cowmt dependency
process, Poor to jommg the Office of the Cluld Atiomay,
Coy worked m Pulton's Office of the County Attomey as
a Staff Aftomey in the Public Safaty group where, m 2008,
he was named Emploves of the Year

Coy graduated Mazng Cuan Lavde fom Morshouss
Colleze with 2 B A in Enghish and minor in Peychology,
He ezamed his D). from the University of Georzia, Schocl
of Law and zerved on the Joumal of Intellectual Property:

MEKA B. WARD
IMMEDLATE PAST PRESIDENT
Maka B Ward 5 2 Semior
Associate m the Liization Sechion
of Thomas Fennedy Sampson &
Tonmpkins LLE A native of Atlanta
Makarecerved her Bachslor of Axts
Spelman College, and eamead her
Fhuns Doctor from the Universshy
of hiam School of Law. Meka 15
marmed to Judze Chrstopher E. Ward who serves on the

Mneipal Cowrt of Atlanta. Theay are the proved parents of

two danghters, Limdzs Chnsting and Frvann Mane.

GERMAINE A. AUSTIN
MEMBER AT LARGE
Cremmzine Austin 1s an Associate
m the Lihzation Sechon of Thomas
Eemedy Sampson & Tomepkms
LLP He jomad the United Siates
Armmy m 2002 and served as a
Human Eesowree Sergeant for

4B

eight {8) vears, Gemaine graduated Magna cvm lands
from Worth Carolma Central Unnversity with a Bachelors
of Arts Degres m Pohitical Srience and a dagres m English
Literztine. Gearmame graduated from the MOCTT School
of Buzmess and NCCU School of Law m 2012

CHRISTOPHER E. BRUCE
MEMBER AT LARGE
Chistopher Bruce 15 an associate
at Spead Sefz, Martn & Tovett
LLC in Lawrencewville, Creorgia
As an undergraduate at Georzia
State Univarsity, he mecerved the
ACE award the highest award
given to 2 senicr. and maduated L
Cum Lavnde from Creorzia State L.
Unmversity’s Howor's  Progiam
obtanung & Bachelor's degree m Poliical Science wath a
mino m Sociclegy. Before attendme law school, Chns
was zparalegal at DLA Piper. At the Universitv of Gemgia
School of Law, Chiis held vanous leadership posihons.

ERIAN GAITHER
MEMEBER AT LARGE
Boan Gather = an afiomey at
the Offace of the Public Defander,
Atlanta Judicia]l Cwemt  Bnan
graduated with 2 Bachelors of Ans
in Jormmah=mwith a concenmatonin
Public Balations from Georgia Sate
Uhoverssty m 2006, He mraduated
from the University of Arkansas ‘
School of Lawe m 2010, Afer Law
school, Bran worked 2= a Schovor m Clayvton Coumty
wiech helped hawy develop excellent izl megotiation and
Ibigaton skills which served hom well mn porvate practics
and cuorenthy m the Public Defander’s Office

CANDIS R. JONES
MEMBER AT LARGE
Candis B Jones joined Gray, Faust, 5t Amand, MoSstt
& Bneske, IIF m 2014 as an .
associate. Candis sraduated Masna
Cumt Loude with a2 Bachelors of
Artz Degree m polifical sciemce
from Spelman College m 2006
After law school Candis served
as a judictal law cledk for the
Honorable Clarance Cooper at the
Unztad States Distret Cout for the
Merthern Distniet of Georgia. When not pracheme L,
Candis enjorvs spending time with her fanuly, workine out,
and mentoring high school and celleze level sudents.

TAMEIKA L. MONTGOMERY
MEMEBER AT LARGE

Tameika Montzomery iz an Vs
attorney af Emg & Spalding {
LIF and = a member of the
Busmess Lifigation Group. She
recatvad her J.D. from the Oluo
State University Moritz College
of Law 1 2002, She graduated
from The Ohio State Unrveraity
in 199% with a B A m Politieal
Science. M=, Montpomery 1= heawily mvolbred in pro
bono and communuty semice through her law firm and
various orgamzations. She 15 cwrently serving as the
Vice Presidant of the Board of Duectors for Spoity
Girls, Ine. She 1= zlso 2 member of Zatz Plu Beta
Seronity, Inc.
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