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“Foundation. Future. Fellowship.” Watchwords for 
Gate City Bar Association programs in 2019.  

One of the perks of serving as an officer for the Gate 
City Bar Association, is the opportunity I have to meet 
so many talented and dynamic people in the legal field.  
Georgia’s five law schools are a training ground that feeds 
our pipeline for the best and the brightest. Professors 
are intently working to impart the foundation that law 
students will need as they walk into the future as young 
lawyers.   I cherish the time I am given to fellowship with 
the African American students on these campuses -- to 
listen to their campus experiences and career concerns, 
and share with them the history, mission and work of the 
Gate City Bar Association.   

This week I found myself on the campus of Mercer 
Law School, meeting with twelve of some of the brightest 
minds pursuing careers in the law.   Two of the students had 
received scholarships from the Gate City Bar Association.   
They were so appreciative of the bridge award from the 
Judicial Section and summer intern stipend and wanted 
to be sure that I informed the Association members that 
we made a solid investment. As the representative of the 
Association receiving their expressions of gratitude, I was 
proud that we helped them pursue their dreams.  

As we broke bread together, the students talked about 
their experiences at Mercer. The first-year students were 
typical of most of us. We all remember being caught up 
in figuring out just how to manage the whirlwind of that 
first year.  How to master drinking from the fire hydrant, 
how best to study and absorb it all.  How to prepare for 
being called on in class and how to get through that first 
round of exams without brain damage.  I was able to share 
with them that what they are experiencing is normal.  I 
encouraged them to stay the course and assured them that 

if they prepare every day 
they will make it through 
first year. I hope it was in 
some way comforting.   

The second-year 
students have hit 
their stride, feeling 
accomplished and 
confident after surviving 
the first year.  They are 
curious about what comes 
next and wanted to engage 
me on what to expect and how to prepare for the next steps 
on their journey.  

The third-year students, of course, are already worried 
about studying for the Georgia Bar Exam and trying to 
line up that first job after graduation. We talked about the 
passing rates.  They were eager for any tips on how best to 
prepare and pass the Bar the first time.   

When I left Mercer, each student had signed up as a new 
student member of the Gate City Bar Association.   They 
are excited to find mentors, to network about opportunities 
and to begin to get civically engaged. I couldn’t have 
asked for a better trip, definitely worth the time. There 
is certainly an opportunity for some of us to find time to 
fellowship with these students and to become mentors– 
to share our experiences, to offer tips on just how to 
survive law school, to keep them encouraged and to help 
new lawyers connect and find opportunities.   If you are 
interested, give me a buzz.  I’m keeping a roster as I make 
my visits, and I am more than happy to hook you up!  

Let’s do it Gate City Bar Association – “Foundation. 
Future. Fellowship.”  We can make a difference! 

Cinque M. Axam, Esquire

Cinque M. Axam

Caren Cloud

Justin Miller

Andre’ Dennis

Germaine A. Austin

Kevin Coleman Jr.

Cheryl F. Turner

Clyde E. Mize Jr.

Shyril E. Beck

Tennielle B. Bailey
N. John Bey

Rahn L. Gatewood
Coy J. Johnson Jr.
Candis R. Jones

Honorable Shondeana Crews Morris
Chair, Judicial Section

2019 CALENDAR
MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

EXCELLENCE SERIES (6TH)

WOMEN OF THE 
GATE CITY BAR (19TH)

CLE: HOW TO PRACTICE 
EFFECTIVELY IN MAGISTRATE 
COURT (26TH)

MARCH MADNESS: BROTHER TO 
BROTHER (30TH)

YOUTH AND LAW SUMMIT 

MBLC “DIVERSITY COOK OFF”  

SPRING HAPPY HOUR

SUMMER ASSOCIATE PROGRAM 
(28TH-JULY 5TH)

COMMUNITY LAW CLINIC (18TH)

SUNDAY BRUNCH  

STATE BAR MEETING
ORLANDO, FLORIDA

LAW DAY AT CASCADE UMC

EXCELLENCE SERIES (25TH) 

JUSTICE BENHAM LAW CAMP 

FOUNDERS CUP 
GOLF TOURNAMENT  
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“None of us got where we are solely by pulling ourselves up by our 
boot straps.  We got here because somebody - a parent, a teacher, an 
Ivy League crony or a few nuns - bent down and helped us pick up 
our boots.”  Thurgood Marshall (First African-American United States 
Supreme Court Justice).

On January 15, 2019, Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice Harold 
Melton administered the oath of office to the Gate City Bar Association’s 
Judicial Section Executive Board members. 

The general purpose of the Judicial Section is to assist Georgia 
judges in the performance of their responsibilities and to foster positive 
relations between the bench and the bar. In addition, through various 
community outreach programs, the Judicial Section seeks to build 
bridges with other organizations, constituencies and the community at 
large, all with the goal of increasing public trust and confidence in the 
justice system. The GCBA Judicial Section is committed to improving 
public awareness and a better understanding of what judges do every 
day by working with the faith community, our schools, the business as 
well as non-profit community, and other civic leaders.

  As chair of the judicial section, my priorities are to carry on our 

outstanding legacy of excellence and tradition of leadership by ensuring 
that member judge, mentor, support, and serve our communities. We 
promote early education through college and post-secondary education 
within the various communities throughout the State of Georgia by 
volunteering a significant amount of time each month mentoring 
students.

In partnership with the State Bar of Georgia, the Judicial Section 
supports the Bar’s lawyer wellness initiative by encouraging health and 
wellness among our members, developing work-life balance programs 
and increasing awareness of Bar programs that deal with issues of 
stress, anxiety, depression, and suicide awareness and prevention. This 
year the Judicial Section will host a Wellness CLE focused specifically 
on mental health. 

Through each of our journeys, there was always someone laying the 
foundation and leading the way for us.  We will “pay it forward” and 
share our unique experiences as to our individual journey to the bench 
through the Judicial Section signature program, “Journey to Judgeship”.  
This is a year of excitement and challenge. We look forward to seeing 
you at our next event! 

MESSAGE FROM THE BENCH
The Honorable Shondeana Crews Morris

The Gate City Bar Association is currently accepting rising 
10th, 11th and 12th grade students for the 2019-2020 school 
year for its Justice Robert Benham Law Camp to be held 
June 3-21.  The Camp is a free 3-week summer program 
designed to expose minority high school students to the 
field of law.  Students interested in law or just wish to explore 
should apply.  The last week of the camp consists of a paid 
internship at a partner law firm, court, legal department or 
other legal environments.

Application Deadline: May 1, 2019

For questions, please contact Rhea Rajkumar at 
gatecitylawcamp@kslaw.com
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Cinque M. Axam  
President

Favorite Movie: 
Remember the Titans

Favorite Book: The Belgariad

Andre’ Dennis 
Treasurer

Favorite Movie: 
Coming to America

Favorite Book: 
Brave New World by  
Aldous Huxley

Germaine A. Austin 
Secretary

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit:  
Atlanta beltline all the way to 
Krog Street Market

The best advice received: 
To wake up with the goal of 
accomplishing something new and 
progressive you did not complete 
yesterday.

Justin D. Miller
Vice-President

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit:  
Morehouse College

Best Advice Received: 
Treat the janitor and the CEO  
the same

MEET THE BOARD

Cheryl F. Turner 
Historian

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit: 
Beltline

Favorite Movie: Matrix

Caren Cloud
President-Elect

Hidden Talent: It’s hidden 
pretty well because I still haven’t 
discovered it.

Best Advice Received: 
Trust Yourself

Kevin Coleman Jr.
Assistant Secretary

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit: 
Starlight Drive-In Theatre

Hidden Talent: Toddler Whisperer

Tennielle B. Bailey 
Member At Large

Favorite Movie: The Last Dragon

Best Advice Received:  
“If you’re not learning, growing 
and evolving you’re probably 
dead”

N. John Bey
Member-At-Large

Favorite Book:  Man Search for 
Meaning in Life by Victor Frankl

Best Advice Received:  
“Don’t sweat the small stuff”

Rahn L. Gatewood
Member-At-Large

Rahn graduated from Dillard 
University in 2002 and Emory 
University of Law in 2005.

The Honorable 
Shondeana C. Morris
Chair, Judicial Section

Favorite Movie:  Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants

Favorite Book:  Fixing Broken 
Windows

Clyde E. Mize Jr. 
Immediate Past 
President

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit: 
The Gathering Spot

Coy J. Johnson Jr.
Member-At-Large

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit: 
Georgia Aquarium

Favorite Movie: City of God

Candis R. Jones
Member-At-Large

Favorite Atlanta Place to Visit: 
Spelman

Favorite Book: Becoming 
Michelle Obama
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PHOTO GALLERY

Past Presidents of the Gate City Bar

Judge Shondeana Crews Morris and Shatorree Bates Michael L. Thurmond, CEO, DeKalb County

Standing: Cinque M. Axam, Charles S. Johnson III, Keith E. Gammage, Wayne Kendall, Caren Cloud
Seated: Suzanne Ockleberry, Philippa V. Ellis, Judge Thelma W. Moore, Judge Juliette W. Scales


