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Cinque M. Axam, Esq.
I walked into Georgia State Law School one
morning this summer, eager to meet our new
batch of students who were enrolled in the Justice
Benham Law Camp. The competitive selection
process had started in the spring, weeks earlier. The
students had applied, submitted resumes, writing
samples and recommendations. If you were to
ask Harold Franklin Jr., one of the founders of the
camp at the start of the year, “How many students
will we have space for this year?” he would have
told you 20. Yet, for the five years that I had been
on the Gate City Bar Association board, Harold
somehow managed to add more students to the
camp roster each year despite a shrinking budget.
So, when I arrived at Georgia State on that warm
Thursday morning in June, I was not surprised
to see almost 30 high schoolers in business attire
ready for law camp.
I was on the schedule to spend one hour with
the students that morning, describing my journey
to becoming a criminal defense attorney in a
boutique firm. I deliberately used only 15 minutes
before I began asking them questions and having
them stand to give me their responses. They
were eager to share why they wanted to become
attorneys and what electives they had pursued to
gain exposure. By the time the hour was up, any
observer would have thought we were in a fullblown college course/legal seminar. These future
lawyers were impressive. The majority of them
were in the top 5% of their high school classes. It
made me wonder about the students who might be
interested, however were not on our radar. How
many more students could we introduce to the legal
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profession
through
similar programs if we
just had the resources?
My thoughts shifted
to our annual Hall of
Fame Gala scheduled
for
Saturday,
November 9th. The
Gala is our main
fundraising event each
year. The money raised
goes directly to deserving students and programs
like the Justice Benham Law Camp. For the past
several years, the Gala has sold out. This year
we are hoping to set a record -- in attendance and
funds raised. You can help.
It’s really a fun evening. We take a moment to
celebrate those who have contributed their time
and talents to our community and the Gate City
Bar legacy. This year we are honoring Tricia
CK Hoffler, John L. Kennedy (posthumously)
and Vernon S. Pitts Jr. Our speaker is Professor
Eddie S. Glaude Jr., chair of the Department
of African American Studies and the James S.
McDonnell Distinguished University Professor
of African American Studies at Princeton
University. If you have never heard him speak,
this will be a real treat.
I encourage you to sponsor, purchase a ticket
and make an additional donation of any amount
to help us expand our programs. No amount is
too small. I assure you that the evening will be
worth your time and your contribution will help
make a difference for a deserving student.
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The views expressed in the Gate City Bar Association Newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the Daily Report or ALM MEDIA, LLC.
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CAN WE BE MINDFUL OF CIVILITY IN THE HEAT OF BATTLE?
The Honorable Shondeana Crews Morris, Judicial Chair

For twenty-two years, I have been in “Good Standing” with the State Bar of Georgia. Throughout those years, I have prosecuted
thousands of cases. I have argued with some of the best attorneys in the country. It was never personal. Within the last five years, it seems
that parties are more aggressive, hostile, and just plain “rude”. I thought these in-court experiences were isolated incidents. Unfortunately,
more and more lawyers are sharing in-court experiences with poorly behaved opposing counsel.
Last month in Publix grocery store, I witnessed a gentleman yelling at the cashier because the cashier was not bagging his items quickly.
Ironically, I was standing in the aisle reading Jennifer King Lindley’s article, “How to Be Kind in a Rude World.” Real Simple Special
Edition magazine. Watching the gentleman reminded me of some of the toxic behavior of litigants in the courtroom.
Can we be mindful of civility when we are zealously arguing for a client? Yes. The American Bar Association published a recent article,
“Creating a Culture of Civility in the Practice of Law” by John Dole which gives us a sense of what constitutes unprofessional behavior
and what we can do about it when it occurs.
Dole said it best, “Every one of us affects the culture in which we live and practice. Every one of us is in a position to stand up for
civility. It is about demanding a culture that is appropriate and fair and professional. It is about enhancing your well-being and ability to
thrive over the entire course of your career.”

THE 94TH ANNUAL NATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION CONVENTION
By: Shawntel R. Hebert, Esq.

This year’s 94th Annual Convention of the National Bar Association was held
July 20-25, 2019 at the Sheraton Times Square in New York, New York. Gate
City members were met with temperatures hotter than those in Atlanta and a
host of familiar faces as practitioners from around the country came together
to conduct the business of the NBA. Our membership was well represented
as members Jonathan Goins, C.K. Hoffler, Rebekah Ratliff, and Ron Wotorson
spoke on various panels. In addition, our Judicial Section made their presence
known with numerous attendees, including Justice Robert Benham, Judge
Kimberly Esmond Adams, and Judge Myra Dixon.
President Joseph Drayton and the Host Committee did an outstanding job of
selecting both trendy and classic venues for social events including the Edison
Ballroom and Pier 60. Performances by Dougie Fresh and Rakim kept the party
going! Attendees also enjoyed substantive CLEs and roundtable discussions
such as “Finding Common Ground in Reforming the Criminal Justice System”
and “Longevity in the Law – Avoiding Career Ending Ethical Pitfalls.” President
Drayton awarded Rev. Jesse Jackson the inaugural O.T. Wells, Sr. Leadership
Award (named after NBA Past President Orzo Thaddeus “O.T.” Wells, Sr. who
passed away shortly after attending last year’s convention).
The 94th Annual Convention was also a time of celebration for Gate City Bar.
Past President Shawntel R. Hebert received the 40 Under 40 Best Advocates
Award and Gate City member and 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee C.K. Hoffler ran a
successful campaign for President-Elect of the NBA. Gate City Bar congratulates
President-Elect Hoffler and we look forward to supporting her as she prepares to
take the helm of the NBA! Until we meet again in Washington, D.C., let’s rally
around the 77th President Alfreda Robinson and continue doing the good work of
the nation’s oldest and largest national African-American bar association.
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SUMMER INTERN PROGRAM
By: Janine D. Willis, Esq.

As the summer comes to a close, we want to take the
opportunity to highlight and send a special thanks to
everyone who was involved in making the 2019 Gate
City Bar Summer Internship Program a success! This
summer concludes the 12th edition of the program,
the brainchild of past-president Cheryl Turner. Each
summer since its inception in 2008, students have
participated in a competitive selection process after
which successful candidates are placed at leading
minority-owned host firms, law departments, or
judicial offices throughout metro Atlanta. In addition
to gaining substantive legal experience under the
guidance of some of GCBA’s best and brightest
attorneys, the students participate in a weekly lunch
series where they have the opportunity to network
with and gain insight from other esteemed attorneys
in the community.
This year’s program included talented aspiring attorneys Jamie Thompson (a rising 2L at The University of Tennessee College of Law) who spent his summer at
McFadden Davis, LLC, Milaika Ellison (rising 2L at Southern University Law Center), who split her time between DeKalb County State Court (with the Honorable
Judge Shondeana Crews-Morris) and the Murry Law Group, P.C., Daysha Brown (rising 3L at Emory University School of Law) who was placed at Thomas
Kennedy Sampson & Tompkins LLP, and Desni Scaife (a rising 3L, at Southern University Law Center) at the Dennis Law Firm, LLC.
Co-Chairs, Shawntel R. Hebert and Janine D.Willis, also wish to thank our gracious Lunch Series speakers: Cinque M. Axam (GCBA President and Partner at
Axam Roberts Legal Group), Jonathan D. Goins (Partner at Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP), Patrise Perkins-Hooker (Fulton County Attorney), Meka B.
Ward (Sr. Corporate Counsel at the Home Depot), and Justice Harold D. Melton (Chief Justice, Georgia Supreme Court).
We were delighted to be able to expand the program this year and look forward to the continued growth of the program in years to come. As we look forward to
the fall and our annual Hall of Fame Gala, please know that it is your generous sponsorship and donations that make this program possible.
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